For decades, government policies have adopted topdown approaches towards ethnie minorities living in the erosion-prone and ecologically fragile highlands of northern Thailand. Minority groups have long been regarded as a threat to national security and natural resources due to their uncontrollable mobility across borders, their previously extensive opium poppy cul¬ tivation and «unsustainable cultivation practices», like shifting cultivation (Colchester 1995 (Sikor 1998 [1998] [1999] [2000] [2001] [2002] [2003] [2004] [2005] [2006] [2007] [2008] [2009] [2010] (Wirth et al. 2004 ). This program identities rural households as the key actors in the restoration of barren land and protection of forests, while neglecting communal forms of forest management, which has had a long-standing tradition since pre-colonial times in Vietnam. (Samabuddhi 2004 
